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Background
Cover crops provide a variety of 
ecosystem services, including:

• Erosion protection
• Soil building
• Nitrogen sourcing and scavenging
• Weed, disease and pest

management

Widespread cover crop adoption in the 
Midwest has been hampered by:
• Lack of knowledge and understanding of:

• Cover crop alternatives
• Agronomic and environmental benefits
• Economic risks

• Accessibility to specific cover crop 
application information
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Background
 Project is a collaborative effort of 

the Midwest Cover Crops 
Council (MCCC)
• Formed in 2006
• Diverse group

• Academia
• Production agriculture
• NGOs
• Commodity interests
• Private sector
• Federal and state agencies

 Representatives 
from:

• Illinois
• Indiana
• Iowa
• Michigan
• Minnesota
• North Dakota
• Ohio
• Ontario
• Wisconsin



Problem Statement
 Considerable local cover crop 

information has been generated by 
universities, agricultural organizations 
and farmers , however this information:
• Resides within multiple organizations and 

systems
• Varies in form and format
• Is often difficult to locate
• Does not lend itself to making cover crop 

decisions
 A regional system is required that:

• Consolidates local information 
• Provides a common format
• Implements a database
• Is web-based
• Supports cover crop decision-making



Cover Crop Decision Tool
Development of the MCCC Cover Crop Decision Tool

•Funded by a NRCS Conservation Innovation Grant
•Through Conservation Technology Information Center
•For Indiana and Ohio

Currently seeking funding to include other 
states/provinces that are part of the MCCC



Cover Crop Decision Tool
Start with Information from the

SARE/SAN book Managing 
Cover Crops Profitably
Adapt to each state in the MCCC







































Next Steps

Continue development and validation with Indiana, Ohio 
and Iowa teams:

•University Extension Educators
•University Researchers
•NRCS State Agronomist
•Crop Advisors
•Seed Suppliers
•Farmers

•Identify development and validation teams for other 
states/provinces

•Schedule development meetings



MCCC Cover Crop Decision Tool:  Guidance 
for Cover Crop Selection

Questions?

Contact Information:
Dean Baas email:  baasdean@msu.edu
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